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Manchester-headquartered DWF has merged with Heenan Paris, in a four-partner
acquisition which has a strong focus on African opportunities, while Hogan Lovells’ 2017
partner round contains African connections.

DWF, which has historic roots in law firms spanning a number of the English regions, has been
noted for its expansion in recent years, including more recently, across the wider United
Kingdom, as well as in Europe.

Having built a national practice from a wave of acquisitions and mergers from 2013 onwards,
including with highly regarded Manchester law firm, Cobbetts, and two strong insurance law
boutiques, the firm has looked overseas to offices in Belgium, Germany, and the Middle East for
its next expansion; the firm has an office focused on construction law, based in Dubai.

Now it has expanded into Paris, and four partners from Heenan Paris have joined the firm as part
of the merger. Heenan Paris, previously the Paris office of legacy Canadian law firm, Heenan
Blaikie, which dissolved in 2014, had developed a niche in advising clients on legal issues
affecting sub-Saharan French-speaking Africa.

The firm has an exclusive strategic alliance with South African law firm Thomson Wilks, a full
service with offices in each of the major commercial centres in South Africa. Thomson Wilks is
notable for having established a department targeting the significant level of Chinese investment
being made into Africa, with South Africa a key business hub for such work.

DWF’s managing partner and chief executive Andrew Leaitherland said in a statement that the
move was significant, not just for the French market, which was of interest, both because of its
size and importance within Europe and because of increasing amounts of client work with a
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significant French legal component, as well as synergies with the firm’s German ambitions. He
added that the firms had previously “successfully referred work back and forth”.

He continued: “France plays a key role too as a gateway to Africa, which is of strategic
importance to our clients in the Middle East and Germany. Africa is an emerging growth region in
its own right with many opportunities to develop business and revenues in sectors that play to our
strengths such as energy, regulation, regulated activities, insurance and financial services.”

To Leaitherland, the firm’s focus on business sectors including energy, construction, insurance
and financial services, means that Africa is an increasingly important market to his clients.

He tells ALB: “Our new partners in Paris not only give our clients excellent access to the French-
speaking nations in Africa, but through the association with Thomson Wilks, unparalleled
expertise in South Africa- one of Africa’s most important legal markets.”

The new Paris office has a particular focus on corporate, private equity, commercial, IP/IT and
litigation matters. Local managing partner Jean-François Mercadier said in a statement that he
was “particularly happy to contribute to the development of an international platform whose
ambition is to be present in key financial centres and with a focus on key growth markets such as
Africa to the benefit of our clients”.

HOGAN LOVELLS ANNOUNCES PARTNER PROMOTIONS

The new year has begun with a wave of law firms announcing partner promotions, with Hogan
Lovells prominent among them, announcing 29 new partners globally. Although none of the
partners were based in the firm’s South African offices, following its expansion into Africa in
December 2013, those active in Anglophone Africa, through the London office, and in
Francophone Africa through its Paris office, were recognised.

Three new partners and two counsel were promoted. In London, finance lawyer, Tarek Eltumi
was promoted to partner; the Libyan-qualified lawyer has an active infrastructure practice in North
Africa, while international arbitration lawyer Nathan Searle was promoted in London from
counsel, with deep experience in Nigeria and West Africa. In Paris, meanwhile, French
international arbitration lawyer Thomas Kendra was also promoted.

The new counsel, Craig Brook in Dubai and Anna Mills in London, have finance and
international arbitration backgrounds, respectively, with relevant African experience.

The firm’s chief executive Steve Immelt welcomed the new partners in a statement, saying:
“Supporting and growing our internal talent pipeline is a key priority for Hogan Lovells and
integral to offering our clients the highest quality service.”
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